
    

Celebrate the Life and Political Contributions of
Betsy McDonald

45-year cadre of the Socialist Workers Party

Defending the Cuban Revolution and seeking to expand the 
jury of millions who would win the release of the Cuban 
Five, Betsy introduced participants at the 2013 Tucson 
Festival of Books to The Cuban Five: Who They Are, Why They 
Were Framed, Why They Should Be Free.

1968 anti-Vietnam war demonstration in Tucson. Fred Halstead talking to GIs in Vietnam in 1968. 

Betsy joined the Socialist Workers Party in 
1972 as a well-respected fighter in the labor 
movement and for Mexican-American and 
Black rights going back to the 1950s. In 1968, 
she supported the SWP presidential campaign 
of Fred Halstead and Paul Boutelle.

From the Militant, August 26, 1983

In 1978, Betsy joined the SWP’s 
campaign to get into industry to 
help build fighting unions and 
win workers to the party. She was 
58 years old. She was known for 
promoting the SWP program, and 
circulating the party’s newspaper 
the Militant and Pathfinder books.
In 1983, the party and the Phoenix 
and Tucson branches turned to 
the Phelps Dodge copper strike. 
Betsy was a member of the 
Phoenix branch.

Hasta Pronto Amiga Betsy 

“From our earliest memories of you [in 
Tucson], protesting the Vietnam War, 
supporting the Cananea miners when 
the Grupo Mexico bullies devastated 
the strong Mexican labor union town, 
organizing against police abuse, to every 
action and social movement in Arizona, 
your image as a fierce fighter for full 
cultural and economic justice for all will 
remain with each and every one of us.” 

– excerpt from message by 
Coalición de Derechos Humanos 
members  
Isabel Garcia,  
Guadalupe Castillo, and  
Raquel Rubio-Goldsmith

 Phoenix, Arizona, “March for Human Rights” attended by 10,000 
in 2010 to protest anti-immigrant policies of Maricopa County 
sheriff Joseph Arpaio.
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Arizona vigilante assaults
on immigrants draw
protests 
 
BY BETSY MCDONALD  
TUCSON, Arizona--A protest organized June 2 by the
immigrant rights group Derechos Humanos (Human
Rights) drew 500 people here to demand an end to
attacks on undocumented workers along the U.S.-Mexico
border. Rightist vigilante actions have recently increased,
with the backhanded support of the U.S. Border Patrol.

Participants in the vigil came from Arizona, Texas, and
several cities in California, as well as Nogales, Mexico.
Many stayed the next day to participate in a strategy
planning meeting.

Demilitarization of the U.S.-Mexican border and the
right of workers to freely cross borders were demands
raised by speakers at both the vigil and the strategy
session. A call for two further actions was issued by
participants in the meetings: a march and rally,
tentatively called for the border at Nogales, Mexico, on
July 4, and an immigration rights summit to be held at a
yet unspeciÞed border town around December 10.

As a consequence of U.S. government policy, the Border
Patrol has sought to block off migration routes in
populated areas. Many border crossings are now in more
rural areas, such as Cochise County on the southeastern
border of Arizona. This has become the central crossing
point on the U.S.-Mexico border. According to local
residents, thousands of people attempt the crossing in the
Douglas area every night. At nearby Naco, the Border
Patrol arrests and deports some 900 people every day.

Two years ago many Douglas-area ranchers began
organizing vigilante actions, rounding up immigrants and
holding them at gunpoint while waiting for the Border
Patrol to arrive. Roger Barnett, owner of the 22,000 acre



Socialism on Trial in French,  Is Biology 
Women’s Destiny? in Arabic, and 
Teamster Politics. In the last years 
of her life, up until her final days, 
Betsy stayed active in the party’s 
Print Project to expand the Marxist 
arsenal.

Betsy was active in raising funds and support to rebuild the SWP headquarters in 
Los Angeles that was burned down during the explosions around the acquittal.

A successful eleven-year campaign, 
ending in 1988, was waged to prevent 
the deportation of SWP member 
Hector Marroquin to Mexico. Hector 
was arrested when Betsy was driving 
him from an event in Phoenix. She 
followed them to the police station 
and helped organize a protest that 
won his release.

Hector Marroquin addressing the National Education Association convention in 1983.

Betsy McDonald, in dark dress, with family.

Betsy with her comrades. Young Socialist members Gloria, Laura and a YS contact 
in a park outside Los Angeles. Betsy helped win many young people to the 
communist movement.
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TEAMSTER POLITICS

F A R R E L L  D O B B S

Unionism and politics cannot be separated. 
Power generated at the trade-union level can be shattered by government blows. Workers must enter the political arena  as an independent class force, with their own party. 

FARRELL DOBBS

FARRELL DOBBS , a coal yard worker in his twenties, emerged as 

a leader of the 1934 Minneapolis Teamster strikes and was central 

organizer of the 11-state drive that brought tens of thousands of over-

the-road truckers into the union. He resigned from the organizing 

staff in 1940 to become labor secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. 

National secretary of the SWP from 1953 to 1972, he was the party’s 

presidential candidate four times.
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TEAMSTER POLITICS tells the story of how 
Minneapolis Teamster Local 544, guided by a class-
struggle leadership in the 1930s . . . organized the 
unemployed and truck owner-operators into fighting 
union auxiliaries . . . deployed a Union Defense 
Guard to stop a membership drive by fascist Silver 
Shirts . . . combated FBI and “Justice” Department 
frame-ups . . . campaigned for workers to break 
politically from the bosses and organize a labor party 
based on the unions . . . and mobilized labor opposition 
to U.S. imperialism’s entry into World War II.
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James P. Cannon a été le principal accusé parmi 18 dirigeants du Parti 

socialiste des travailleurs (SWP) et du mouvement syndical du Midwest 

des États-Unis, victimes d’un coup monté en 1941 et emprisonnés  

deux ans plus tard sous des accusations de complot pour promouvoir le 

renversement du gouvernement US. Leur « crime » ? Avoir organisé dans 

le mouvement syndical une opposition à la course de Washington pour 

entrer dans la deuxième guerre mondiale.

Les dirigeants US essayaient alors de convaincre les travailleurs et les 

agriculteurs d’aller se battre et mourir pour « vaincre le �ascisme. » Les 

dirigeants du SWP et de l’énorme campagne de syndicalisation des 

routiers leur ont dit la vérité.

La déposition de Cannon présente de �açon claire et directe le programme 

communiste de l’avant-garde de combat de la classe ouvrière.

Ce livre contient aussi « La politique communiste au procès de 

Minneapolis : James P. Cannon répond à ses critiques gauchistes, » qui 

tire les leçons d’un siècle de lutte de la classe ouvrière pour arracher le 

pouvoir d’État aux capitalistes.

« Il est absolument vrai qu’Hitler veut dominer 

le monde, mais il est également vrai que le 

groupe des capitalistes américains au pouvoir a 

la même idée. Nous ne sommes ni pour l’un  

ni pour l’autre. »
JAMES P. CANNON 

à la barre des témoins 

en cour fédérale, 1941

Le SOCIALISME 
en PROCÈS

JAMES P. CANNON

ACCUSATIONS PORTÉES CONTRE DES DIRIGEANTS 

DU SWP ET DE LA SECTION LOCALE 544-CIO

Le FBI soutient 

l’attaque de Tobin 

contre le CIO

Début lundi du procès des 

syndicalistes opposés à la guerre

DÉPOSITION AU PROCÈS POUR SÉDITION DE MINNEAPOLIS
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Mass protests erupted in Los Angeles in 1992 following the acquittal of the cops 
who brutally beat Rodney King.

هل طبيعة جسم المرأة 

تحدد مص�ها؟

إيفل� ريد
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تصميم الغلاف: إيفا برا�ان
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"مكانة المرأة في المجتمع �ت تشكيلها وإعادة تشكيلها من خلال تغي� 

الظروف التاريخية. التحول الدرامي الذي قلب الشيوعية الأمومية جلب معه 

إنهيار الجنس الأنثوي. ومع صعود النظام الأبوي الطبقي أصبحت طبيعة جسم 

المرأة الحجة الأيديولوجية لتبرير وإستمرار حرمان النساء من الحياة الثقافية 

والإجت�عية وإبقائهن في وضع العبودية. وفقط عند الإعتراف بهذا، من الممكن 

أن تفهم النساء الأسباب الحقيقية لتبعيتهن وتردي وضعهن. وهذه الأسباب 

ترتبط بالنظام الرأس�لي اليوم. صراعنا من أجل التحرر سوف يتم إعاقته طالما 

يتم خداعنا بأن الطبيعة وليس المجتمع هي المصدر لإضطهادنا."

إفل� ريد
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