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*| dispersal ol the launch sites 20 to

-| the potential of any one location

Of Complaint

Missile
‘Base Sites
Criticized |

|

WASHINGTON — 18 — The Alr
Force says its policy of locating
| intercontinental  ballistic  missile
| sites near aic bases doesa't in-
crease the danger of enemy ther-
monuclear  attacks on  nearby
cities.

The Air Force made the slale-
ment yesterday in reply to Dr.
James E. McDonald of the Uni-
versity of Arizona, who denounced
buiiding TCBM  launching = sites
near major population centers.

McDonald  said this creates
prime targets for enemy altacks
and fallcut {rom nuclear detona-
lions would endanger the popula-
lion of nearby cities.

“1t is our firm bellel that the

40 miles from the main supporf
base will not materially increase

as a larget,” an Air Force spokes-
man said.

Referring lo suggestions that
Jaunching sites be located far
trom populated regions, the
spokesman said several faclors,
Including money, are involved,

“It must be noted,” he said,
“fhat the construction of com-
pletely new, self-sulficient mis-
wile facilitiee in such areas as
islonted seciions of the Recky
Mountains would not be feasible
in terms of initial costs, time of
constructian, high costs of sup-;
port lacilities and otker factors.”

The Air Force avoids the main
issue—cadivoctive fallout—in its
reply, Dr. James E. McDonald,
senior physicist at the Universily
of Arizona Instilule of Atmos-
pheric Physics, said loday.

“The overwheiming important
point to note in reading the Aic fo
Force statement in reply to my '™
charges of neglect af :‘\dlihll‘
safety is thal it does not mention | 54
one single word—fallout,” McDon- | W
ald said. | 54

“Fallout Is by far the greatesi|rq
killer of o nuclear bamb. The Air J""
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Force must surely realize that
these ICBM siles will draw up to
M or more limes as many enemy
bombs as the original SAC bases
would.

“And the Air Force must surely
realize that under commonly oc-
curring wind conditions lethal
dosages of fallout ean drift very
much farther downwind than the
40 mile ‘safe’ limit in which it
today expressed firm belief. “
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“n fact, they must know that it |
is entirely possible for these new
1CBM sites to recelve megalinage 'i
of enemy fire whose fallout will
be lethal for 200 or more miles
downwind,

“These are the paints that the "
public must insist the Air Force
answer."
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