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Worst Smog In 2 Years
Hits City And Lingers On

By BOB STIRLING

The worst smog measured
here in two vears hit Tucson
vesterday and the tail ends of
it were still lying around to-
day in spite of a wind.

Dr. James E. McDonald.
University of Arizona Insti-
tute of Atmnspheric Physics
oificial, said: *“Yesterday, it
was really awful.”

And, he said. nobody can
vet say with real authority
what causes the smog for
sure.

Visibiliiy was cut to three
miles yvesterday, he said, Usu-
ally vou can see from 50 to
100 miles in Tucson,

The air was lying in a
laver vesterdav, cooler at the
Fottom than at the top. and
this "put a lid on the air pol-
lutants™ <o thev couldn’t es-
cape and be binwn awav, Mc-
Donald said.

Tucson and Phoenix, dur-
inz the winter, regularly have

‘these inverted lavers of air

and this sets up an ideal con-
dition for smog.

Los Angeles alsn has these
air inversions and that's why
they have smog so much.

Tucson and Phoenix, how-
ever, have an advantage, he
said. Usually the sun burns

through and removes ‘“the
lid" by heating the ground
and the lower air,

The Los Angeles inver-
sions cover a much larger
area and aren’'t as easily re-
moved, he said.

Another point. however.
aiving LLos Angeles some ad-
vantage over Tucson and
Phoenix is rhat their blanket
of air under “the lid" is usu-
allv about 1,500 feet thick.
This gives them more air 1o
mix the pollutants with be-
fore conditinns  get really
rouch on the eyveballs and
visthility,

Tucson and Phoenix have
their “lids” clamped on

tiahter so that we have very
littie air to mix pollutants
with under “the lid” before
the smog builds up in our
eyeballs and lungs.

Smelter smoke, dust, auto-
mobile exhaust fumes., burn-
ing of oil and trash and other
visible and invisible possible
sources may or mav not be
the real cause of smog, Mec-
Donald said.

“The source? All T can say
with assurance is that it's a
subtle and baffling problem,”
McDonald said.

No nne should go off half-

cocked on assuming what the

source of smog s, he said.

We in Tucson and Phoenix:
can learn a great deal from,
California’'s experiences’

vhere millions have been
spent on studies of the prob-
lem.

“Tt’s a problem that’s going
1o be wath us for years and
years,” McDonald said.
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