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By DR. J, E. McDONALD

Dr. McDanald s the senior phesicist
at the Institute of Atmvospheric Phveles,
connected with the University of Arimnoa,
Dr. MeDonald's statement explaing tha
scientilic implicatlons of the mear disaster
from Monday's missile fuel tank oruck
wechdent here. Tt was submitied as »
“Letter 1o the Edltor” bul is published

Tucson Has Every Right
To Better Security Setup

Many Tucsonians still may not quite comprehend
the extent of danger involved Monday night when this
community lucked out in & near-miss with disaster.

Whatever Air Force spokesmen and civilian au-
thorilies may say now about the missile fuel tenk
truck that overturned, huck was a major factor in this
communily’s escape from tragic consequences. We
cannol depend upon Juck agal

The manner In which the situstion was handled
by the responsible agenciss—Ailr Force, missile con-
traciar, palice and Civilian Defense—~proved one thing.
Internal security is not what it should be to guard this
community and its people against possible accidents
related to our mational security installations.

- = @

The tank truck which overturned Monday afternoon
at the intersection of Casa Grande Highway and Oracle
Road was no ordinary vehicle involved in an accident.
It contained 3,500 gallons of liquid fuel for Titan mis-
siles. The liquid made that tank truck a chemical
bomb. It represented a threat te human life in an area
of & square mile or more.

1t the nccident itself, or the righting and removal
of the tanker in the early hours of Tuesday morning,
had allowed the missile fuel to eseape, the liquid would
have turmed instantanecusly into a lethal Bas with
dendly and widespr v A seientific ex-
pluration of all this, in clear tarms b

beeause of lis speclal slgnifi-
cance.

Readers must have been astounded that
persistent inquiry by the Citizen was un-
able to wre up any Force officials
fully wware of the p
properties al sitrogen tatraxide when Mon-
day's accident with the missile fuel tank
truck occurred.

To a sclentisi this news would seem
harder to believe were it not that man;
are well aware of numerous inslances ol
military ignorance of technical implica-
tiong of the awestme weapons materials
now In their hands. Indetd, the Tilan sit-
ing policles will serve a3 a familiar in-
stance for many Tucsonians.

TO SEND TI:NK 'r!lul‘,‘KsMot deadly
nitrogen telroxide lhmuﬁz\ ous areas
wilhgul having local Al Rmﬂ officials
fully informed of ite i
irresponaible action from & group that
spends so much effort creating the image

great expertise and concern for the
tizen

i

I endorse Prafessor Gustavson's sug-
geition that much more attention be
to safery faclors. 1 wou
Force and Marin Company officials are
remiss lor not having done thelr home-
work on the elementary chemistry and
physics involved, 1 foand that it teok
only 45 minules of library research on the
ming, of the crisis (o run down relevant
chemical and zn‘dylin! jproperth
Titan oxidizer and o get auth
scriptions of the dire physi
of inhalation of trace quant|
e telroxide and its di

tion product,

TANK_TRUCK ACCIDENT
What The Lethal Threat Meant

nitrogen dioxide.  And from these it was
easy o make melecrological calculations
afl gnu:bh effects of escape of the tank-
load.  Why, then, should the Alr Farce,
nd at Callfornia missile head.
ers, heen unable to immedia
e the Citizen full details on properties
and exposure hazards of this material they
were transporting?

FURTHER GRAVE SHORTCOMINGS
are involved. These are Indicated by the
[ollowing: By about 8 pm. Mondsy the
official word to danger-area residents was

b relurn home, to get some sleep, and
out of the ares 3gain by the time removal
operaliond were to begin next mmlng‘:l
730 a.m. This plan was very sensible since
dnwn removal offered both cool ra-
tures—io hold down oxidizer volatl

wnd imminent enaet of marming luuh“_l
conditions to disperse the paisanous gas
in event of any accident. But most crucial
af all, the residents would have been oul
of the area then.

er officials had so an.

THE LETHAL LIMIT of nitrogen dipxide
concentration (n air (3 aboul 200 paris
per milllon. 1t 1oak oaly & 10-minute cal-
culation to show that 3,500 gallons of
tetroxide would be capahle conami-
mating to lethal level aboul one billion
cubic feet of air. This means that an in-
version-capped layer 25 fest d 3,000
feet wide, and over two miles long could
have been contaminated to the lethal 200

rts per million level from that one tank-
ul.  And M oo
been caught sound asleep, having bean as-
sured of ro danger before next morning.

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN

to
the luyman, is contalned in the statement by physlcist
Dr. J. E. McDonald carried in adjoining columas,

But such factual information was not made avail-
able — in many respoasible quarlers was not even
known—during the perind of emergency. The fact even
that such frucks with such lethal contonts have heen,
and will be, traveling around Tucsen has come out
belatedly.

M s inconceivable that Air Force muthorities, or
city and county suthorities, should allaw another
single such truck, or any similar carrier, to travel
local sireets and roads withoul un escort and other
wxireme protective measures,

It is also inconceivable that a community sup-
pasedly geared for extreme national EMETEENCY OpETA-
tions would discover such a confusion In commands
and communications when one specific amergency
situation developed.

People In the danger area were told Lo leave their
homes Monday evening, Some, it seems, were “or-
dered” to evacuste, others simply “advised” to clear
out. Then late Monday they were piven official per-
mission to return and slecp uatil Tuesday moring.

During those night hours, the Air Force suddenly
decided to gamble upon removal of the tank truck.
Granted the odds were » thousand to one or a million
tn ane for success, it was 8 gamble and the lives of
hundreds of persons asieep in their bods were at stake,
The gamble paid eff—that time. Who Is to have the
authority to prevent another gamble—which might be
lost—nnather time?

Civilian authorities may have done their best un-
der circumstances beyond their control and lacking
information which either was unavallable or withheld
But their best this time was not good enough for an-
other time. Air Force olficers may have felt they had
but one job to do. and their efforts with the “chemical
bomb' were successlul a: any rate, Dut they cannot
fail to take the whole community of peaple into ac-
count another time.

This calls for greater, more relinble coordination
ol all agencies, It calls for more specilic, reliable
communications with the public by every means.

Tucsonians accept the fact that 18 huge Titan mis-
siles are being implanted in silos all around them.
Those are weapins essentinl for national security.
Tuesonians have heen wssurcd there is no aceidental
cdanger for the jocal population inherent in these
weapons syslems. This they want 1o belleve, and are
willing to belleve. But the assurances must be demon-
sirably bellevable. Monday night's demaonstration was
not reassuring.

The near-miss with disaster proved that Tueson
must have, and has every right to demand, & much
hetter interaml security setup than Monday night's
experience proved it o be.

‘We make fus of the Soviels when they
rémave the name of Trouky from the
history of the Russian Revolution and
change the name of Stalingrad to some-
thing else. But in our own way we seem
10 be doing our best to de-
nutsre e record of our
own past.

THERE 18 the repont
coming from Philadelphia,
for example, that the io-
cal Board of Ediscation
hias remaned Mark Twain's
“Huckleberry Finn™ from
the public school curricu-
lum wnd replaced it with
an “adapled” version which has simph.
fied the Southwesiern dialect and deleted
supposedly derogaory references to Ne-
groes,

The effect of this, of course. IS Lo de-
prive all the students, (ke Negroes inciud-
ed, of any understanding of the cullure
that tomes the Civil War in the first place
and brought about Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamathon in the second, If our school

persist in this sort of thing, we
shall end up as a nation of prime fgw-
amuses,

MARK TWAIN WAS A MAN of his
times, a Miggaurian who spoke {and
wrae) the border state dialect and created
characters that were drawn from the life
arcund him. ' used offensive expres-
sions on occasion. But the story of
“Hecklebarry Finn® stary in which the
native humanity of a boy triumphs over
ltlu: narrow perspectives of his time and
place,

No one has ever deait with the subject
of race relstionshing as svmipathet| as
Mark Twain did i T .
The book needs no rewriting o convey its
bagic tenderness, And wyinl could be less
“segregated” than pulling a bay (|

Finn) on a raft with a Negro (Nigger Jim,
as everybody ealled him in the cubture
inte which Huck had heen born) and let-
ting them philagophize topether in a warm
way that had Mark Twain's obvious sp-

proval?

THE RAGE TO DENATURE products
that were barn of a given time and place
is_insidious because, once staried, there

Denaturing Our Culture

Is £o end to it. The same
Elannu 0 comnel a rewri

rgcﬁnn" must make it impossible for
tea rs 10 assign almost anything of note
Lhat has been written in the past half cen-
wry. Sinclair Lewis would be oot because
he has insulted business men and held
evangelist clevgymen up to ridicule. Hem-
ingway's language would have to be per-
Tumed and pretuified,

PUSHING BACKWARD from the mod-
ern scene. Fhuley Peter Dunnw's Mr, Doo-
ley would have to have his lan 8 o=

ic that Is em-
of “Huckle-

ice” would somehow have to be
without the character of Shylock. The
Ribie el 14 have t P

certain lusty passages.

Then there are the history books them-
selves. There are unfortunate references
0 "Red Coats™ and "lobsterbacks” in our
accounts of the Américan Revolution,
Surﬂ{ these references must offend our
Hritish cousine. Southermers spoxe slight-
Ingly of Abolitionists in the 18505, and the

litionists roplied in kind. Surely any

of dispasaging remarks on bath

sldes must be elimizated in order to pre-
serve sectional harmony today,

THIS COLUMNIST 1S NOT against rea-
sonable restraints; he doesn't think the
expiolis of Lady Chatterley should be
made @ subjeet for classroom discursion,
Dut when a teacher Is fired (as recently
happened In Georgia) for ass)

Hergey's harmless and sentimental “A Bel]
For Adano” to 13-year-olds because it
€ontaing a few cuss words that boys and
girls learn when they are in the first or
second grade, the ridiculousness of the
situation is manifest. The world would be

woul

il they would siop trying to wrap their
children in colton batting. This does rot
mean that both parents and school teach-
Id cense to stress the moral vir
does mean that they should try
to recaver the sart of praservative sense
of humer thal was commonplace 20 or 30
yrars

Coereigtt

YTy LT C T ST

="

ART BUCHWALD

LOUISVILLE, Ky, — Talk ahout news
nt, there are poobably no news-
papermen in the world managed like the
ones who cover the Kentucky Derby.

THE FIRST inkling of what was in store
| for me was when 1

My Old Kentucky Home

T mixed a mint julep and waited for some-
thing else 1o happen. It dida't take lon,

Twa distill men picked me up and lnnt
e to Churehill Downs where the Derby
i% rum. As I walked in the gate | was given
a mint julep and over the Inud;uu{e 1
heard the straing of ") =
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