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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1969

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Air Force today officially closed
Project Blue Book, the agency
which for 21 years has been in-
vestigating  unidertified flying
objects.

Secretary ol the Air Iorce
1tobert C. Seamans Jr, said con-
{inuation of the agency “cannot
be justified either on the ground
of national security or in the in-
{erest of science.” |

(Dr. James E, McDonald, pro-
fessor and senior physicist at
the University of Arizona’s In-
stitute of Ailmospheric Phys
ies, was strangly critical of the
decision today.

MecDonald, long an outspoken
critic of government probes of
Unidentified Flying Objects
(UF0) termed the action “the
final move” in “22 years of ut-

tevly inadequate Air Force re-
sponse 10 the UFO problem.”

McDonald said he would urge
that the Air Force al least keep
Project Blue Book files salely
archived.so they will “be acces-
sible for scientific study by in-
vesligators such as mysell who
conlinue to toke the UFO prob-
lem very sericusiy.”) .

Closing of the office was sug-
gested earlier this year in a re-
port prepared by the University
of Colorade and later endorsed
by the National Academy of Sei-
ences.

That report, which cost the
Pentagon $530,000 and involved
an 18-month study of ilving sau-
cer reporls, conciuded that little
il anything had resulted from in-
vestigations of UFQs over the
past two decades.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Nixon announced today he
is firing Robert M. Morgenthau
as U.S. aitorney for the southern
districl of New York.

To succeed Democrat Mor-
genthau, whu was his party’s
candidate for governor of New
York in 1962, Nixon will nomi-
mite Republivan Whitney North
Seymaour. s

Press Secretary Ronald L.
Zicgler acknowledged that Mor-
genthau had not resigned from
the position. His term normally
would have expired June 11,
1971.

At this point, Ziegler said,
Morgenthau has the option of
submitting a letter of resigna-
tion or a letter will be sent to

nA

Nixon Firing U.s.
Attorney For N.Y.

mivistrations of Franklin D,
Roosevelt, has served as U.S.
atlorney since 1861, except for a
brief period when he resigned to
run for governor.

Morgenthauw’s ousler comes
four days after his successiul
prasecution of iormer Manhal-
tan Democratic leader Carmine
G. De Sapio on bribery con-
spiracy charges stemming from
a scheme to bribe a former city
official -and, extort contracls
from Consolidated Edison utili-

ty.

The tiring also comes five
days after a federal jury found
attorney-financier Roy M. Cohn,
former aide to the late Rtepubli-
can Sen. Joseph B. MeCarthy,
inpocent of bribery-conspiracy

Kir Force Cuts Off
UFO Probe Office

‘The Colorado report, compiled
under the direction of Dr. Ld-
ward U. Condon, asserted there

was no justification for further ’

extensive study of UFO sight-
ings in the hope thal scientific
knuwledge would be advanced.

The Air Force says Project :

Blue Book’s conclusions based
on investigations since 1948 are
that:

— No UFO reported, in-
vestigated and evaluated by the
Alr Force has ever given any in-
dieation of being a threat to na-
tiona! securlty.

— No evidence has ever been
submilted or discovered by the
Air Force thal UFO sightings
represent  {echnelogical devel-
opments beyond the rauge of
present day scientilic know-
ledge. :

— There has been no evidence
indicaling that UFOs are space
ships from other planets,

The Air Force sald Project
Blue Bouk records would be
placed in the Air Force archives
at Maxwell Air Foree Base, Ala-
hama.

Officials said Alr Force head-
quarters in the Pentagon would
continue to handle requests for
information on UFOs,

Closure of the office involves
only three people, including Lt.
Col. Hector Quintanilla Jr., whe
has been chief of Project Blue
Book. He hias an officer as assis-
tant and a secretary.

The Air Force said L was
unable to estimate how much
moeney had been spent in-
vestigating UFOs the pas( 21
years “because money is not ap-
propriated specifically for this
purpose,”

Under Projeot Blue Baok's
operation reports of UFO sight-
ings were forwarded io the of-
fice by various Air Force bases.

Copyright © 2015 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



