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'BY UA'S DR. . McDONALD

'SST Branded ‘Soclally Insane’

A U_mvel‘_suy of Arizona sc;en—
fist Ipoks upon American devel-
opment of @ Super sonic 'Irans-
port plane as *socially insane.”

Weigh the §1.3 billion needed
to make the SST operational
against the fact that peor people
can't even find a bus to get
them across town, he suggested,
Viewed in that ¢ontext, he said
he fails to see the importance of
a billion-doflar effort to get a
small, select segment of the
population from New York to
Paris in less thar three hours.

These views came {rom Dr.
James E. McDonald, senior
physicist for the University of
Arizona Institute of Atmoshperic
Physics, in a campus$ seminar
_yeslelddy

The comments followed more,
than an hour’s exploration of the
poiential ecologieal con-
sequences of introducing the
SST into the 63,000-foot altifides
of world travel.

The presentation was primar-
ily a blackboard adventure in
molecular chess of highly teeh-
nical enussions from an SST.

McDonald's summation of his
opmion of ecological hazards of
the S5T: 1 wouldn’'t say I've
got them pinned down yet.”

He explained that government
and industry are revising some
of their original statistics and
other pertinent details; that it is
difficult to obtain information

from them quickly and that the

predictable physical and chem-
ical aspects of in-flighi tech-
onology aren’t in firm forus yet.

As new information is siited,
he said, some things that looked
quite had ecologicially once are
beginning to look less bhad but
there are stil a loi of [actors
that “need far greater atien—
tion than they ve beeu given.’
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