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DON’T WORRY GIRLS

By BARRY GOLDWATER

1n the recent congressional de-
bate over the SST no argument
proved more important or fasci-
nating than one called “the bi-
Kini story.”

The story belongs io Dr. Wil
liam Kellogg of the National
Center for Atmospheric Re-
search wno headed a working
group on the climatic effects of
the SST last year, and was of-
fered in House committee testi-
mony to counteract scare stories
that the development of the S5T
wonld produce an increase in
the nwmber of skin cancer cases
in the United States.

In it Dr. Kellogg reassured
scantily clad female bathers
that they could wear hikinis and
ward off the possible skin cancer
effect of the SST by making sure
they wore bathrobes at least
once in every 2,000 years.

The story was part of Kel-
logg’s reply to a statement by
Dr. James E. McDonald of the
University of Arizona at heas-

-ings before the House subcom-

mittee on transportation appro-
priations.,
It was cited to show that Dr.

McDonald was engaging in a

ridienlous “pumbers game”
when he testified that devel-
opment of the SST could reduce
the ozone content of the strato-
sphere and result in 10,000 cases
of skin cancer.

Dr. Kellogg himself tells the
story best. Here is the way he
put it at the House hearing whea
questioned by Rep. Sidney Vairs
of Illinois.

“] do not know when I have
had a story appreciaicd so
much,

“I was attempting to put the
kind of argument that Prof.
McDonald had made concerning
the ozone and its effect on the
ultraviolet and the consequent
effect on skin cancer inle some
kind of ‘perspective and trying to
say that I disqualify mysel!
completely as a person who
knows atiything about the medi-
cal aspects, but then neither did
Jim McDonaid — professionally
that is.

“So T feel that T was allewed
lo play the same kind of num-
hets game that he has played, in
addition to the examples that
you have already heard, such as
you can change the ozone above
¥ou by 1 or 2 per cent by moving
50 or 100 miles north or south;
that you can go from sea level
to Denver and do the same
thing.

“Then I became intrigued by
the 10,000 cases of skin cancer
out of a population of 200 mil-
lion. It works out that this
means that one person in 20,000
night be affected.

“If all these probabilities are

linear, as McDonald’s theory -

implies, il you change one parl
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ol ine thing by one part in 20.600
that is the kind of thing we are
thanging.

“l ask myself what would I
have fo do in order to protect
myself from the 1/20,000 of the
effect if I was out in the sun ev-
ery day of my life. I live about
20,000 days and this means if I
covered my head one day in my
lifefime T would have eliminated
the effects of the SST. -

“But you and I usually only
get out on weekends, o0 thjs
works out to be only onee in 200
years. .

“Then if girls are concerned
about the time that they wear bi-
kinis, they should wear a bath-
robe once in-about every 2,000
years to overcome the effects of
the SST.”

br. Kellogz iold the com-
mittee that Prof. McDonald is 2 _
very good atmospheric scientist
when he sticks to tae subject of
the atmosphere. He suggested
the Arizona professor gels a
little out of his field when he be-
gins discussing medical ques-
tions.

In a mmnbers game with 20-
{00 probabilities anything is pos-
sible: But to raise such an out-
landish probability that Prof,
MecDonald raised is to do a dis-
service fo laymen {rying to un-
derstand if the development of
SST constitutes a dangerous
health hazard. Obviously it
doesn’t. '
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