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UA Physicist
Found Dead

In Desert

James E. MeDopald, 51, 2 sel-
entific voice in the wilderness on
controversial  isswes  ranging
from UFO 10 85T, was found
dewd In a destrt arca morth of
“Tueson yesterday.

MeDanald, of 61 . d 51,
was 8 senior physicisn specializ-
Ing In elouds af the University of
Arizoan's Instiute of Almos-
pheric Physics,

it death was a
suicide, m&agms
depulics. An aulupsy was per
fovmed, bal no report was im-
mediately available,

Sherill Wabdon V., Burr sald a
uoie and o 38 rovelver were
found beside the body, Thers
was a bullel wound fn the head.

Frask Flores, of 127 E. Lee
S, told lavesligators that he
and his children were hiking
about monn yesierday when they
found the body at Canyon del
Uro near Ina Road on Inter-
Slate 10,

McDonald reperiedly took a
cab from a downiown motel to
the sarea near where his body was
faund,

McDimald was blinded when
Be shot himself in the head on
April 8, acedrding to policg re.
parts, bat oaly Last week he be-
gan poing lo his affice several
hours a day.

MeDonald come o the UA in
1853 after serving as a research
physicist at the University of
Chicage. His doctorate was fram
Towa State,

UA President Richard A. Har-
¥ill said that McDorald was an
“exceplionally able teacher”
and “well-known throughout the
United States as a brilliant
echalar.”

Louis J. Battan, ussociate di-
rector of the lostilule of Almus-
pheric Physics, sald that during
the past 10 years Mclonald
made many Impartant cantribu-
vons fo the advancement of
cloud physics and wealher modi-
fleation research.

A member of the National
Academy of Sciences, McDonald

Quake Danger
At Dams Seen

WASHINGTON (UPI) — A re-
port from the National Oceanic
end Atmospheric Administration
says dams should zot be built
near aclive earth faglls because
he welght of waler behind the
dum can incresse earthquake
danger

The reporl said a stody of
more than 10,000 earthguakes
which have occurred at Hoover
Dam made it clear they were re-

lated Lo the water's weight be. -

sk no quakes were reporied
there for 15 years befora iho
dam was buill.

James E. McDonald

Jumped o the national spl-
light with his stand on unaden-
tified Mying chjects (UFOs).

MeDonald was blmtly out-
spaken In his oppositlon 1o the
Air Force's so-called “Condon
leport,” in which most UFQ
sightings were linked 10 satel
Jites, ballogas, clouds, birds asd
other exploimable objecls. The
report was samed for Dr. Ed-
ward U, Comdon, whe eonducted

<t study for dhe Air Foree,

Aner tive Congun Heport was
jssucd in 1068, MeDooald em-
barked on a speaking crusade
against 1.

He said the Condon Tieport
wak nat & high-caliber scientific
study,

McDonald's criticism of the
reporl 2ad the Alr Force ax-
Panations of the UFDs was
based on several years' sudy in
which he concluded that UFQs
wert: real — and probubly extra-
terrestrial — survelllance crafl

Nor did MeDanald confing his
dissent to UFs,

He was active mast recently
againsl the 55T, branding the
project “socially msanc.” He
sugmested that chemical rese-
tions o axhausts from a fleet of
S5Ts could camse 10,00 pew
cusey of skin cancer a year.

In the early 1960s, McDonald
accused the Afr Force of mak-
by mistakes in the location of
Titan Intercontinental missile
siles around Tucson.

McDenald and the committee
he formed among Tucsopdans
reasoned that the missile cites
would lecome prime targels,
and prevailing winds from west
to east could expose thousands
to nuclear fallout.

The group suggested Ual the -

titan sites all be placed to the
cast of Tucson.

Like so many of McDonald's
battles, he lost. The Alr Force
stuck to ils original plan and
Tucsan was ringed with 1§ Titan
missile sites,

Happily, in the decade since,
McDozald’s theory on nnclear
Tallout has nover boen fested,
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