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JOHN LOFTON

IN 1871, WHEN it was decided not to
build the supemsonic transport, one of Lhe
maore effective arguments - used hy the
Eco-Freahs and their allies in Lthe Congress
was Lhnl it would disrupt the upper nimao-
sphere nnd cause a drastic increase in
CRNCER,

To be sure, there were other argu-
ments put forih by the Disuster Lobby —
sich as the charge thal the S5T s somic
boam would inhibil the sex Yife of the do-
mestic mink = but the cancer scare was

ane of the more horrilying possibilitios

Tniser.

In an imvpassioned plea on the Senale
floor, Sen. Edward Kennedy condemned
the SST. “Perhapa the most frighlening
specter of supersonic Might, ™ said Kennedy,
“eame In investigations conducted by
dames Mcllonald, senior physicist at the
Institite of Atmospheric Physies al 1he
University of Arizona

He concluded that the additional
water vapor pumper into the stratasphere
by & Neet of SSTs would reduce Lhe ozono
which filters ultraviolet rays fram the sun,
MeDonald testified the increase n (his
ultraviokd radiation eoiild eanse 5.000 to

10000 mare coses of akin cancer (n the
United States.” -

i *
WHAT KENNEDY failed to say was
that immedintely after his congressional

testimany, McDonald alno had a few words g,

to say ahout UFOs. In his opinion, fying
saucers had come from ouler apace and
were abso wreaking considerable havee in
Lhe United Stutes causing, among other
things, the electrical power failures in New
York City.

Sen. William Proxmire was anather
upponent of the 35T who worried alwot
the pollution it might cause. Appearing on
the nationally televised news show "Iatnes
mnd Answers,” the Wisconsin Demoerat
quoted “some scienlisls” as saying the
“mimt dangerous” thing about the super-
somic plane was that "it could increase the
ultravioket eadiation on the planet, It
could :Ilmn!u plant and animal and sven
huiman life,

Hussel] Train, chairman of the Coun-
¢il an Environmental Quality, echood
Proxmire’s fears. He contended that the
S8T would cause a “100% increasm” in (he

SST Sonic Boom, Cancer and Mink:
Victory at the Expense of Truth

stratoaphere’s moigiure content and this
could have two adverse offecta:

w 3

LITWOULD DESTROY some of the
upper ntmosphere’s ozene reducing its ca-
pacity to sheild us from theﬂ:ﬁenﬁlib
adly ultra-violet sun rays; a

2, 1L would adversely effect the hent
balance of the entire atmosphers causing
the Esrth's surface lesnperiure Lo rise.

Anti-88T Ego-Freaks oversens also
made these same arguments. Richand
Wiggm, head of the Anti-Concorde Project
apposting Lhe British supemonic transport,
nccused technology of having “run riet.”
Wiggs worrled about the Concorde raising
Lhe world's tempeemture and melting the
polar ice caps. “IL's a very real danger,”
he said, “that vasi arcas of London mnd
many olher cities throughout the world
woulil be Movded.”

But mow the facts are in. And as you
may have miessed, the anti-SST peaple
WeTe WIONE.

"
A THREE-YEAR STUDY released
Ty the Nent_ of Tranapartation dispels any

fears that the present Meet of SSTe will
damage the Earth's protective blanket of
azone. The siudy — which drew on more
than 1000 investigators and 16 TS and
foreign guvermment agencies — nays Lhat
the 16 Anglo-French Concordes and 14 So.
wiel 38T now flying or scheduled for ser-
vice will eause stmosphere changes so min-
imal they won't even be detectabla,

When the environmventalists were en-
gaging in their hysterical antitechnology
uitclalh ;ungi;;':]iml the I35’!'. one of them
explined why. George Alderson, & lob
for Friends of the Earth, said: "'t'htm
ronmsental movement really needs a clear-
cut vietory right now and the S8T presents
an excollent opportunity,”

Well, indeed it did. The Eco-Freahs
and their allies got their victory, But the
vielory came at the expense of the truth, .

The supersonic Lransport was defested
by m sophiticated and well-orchestrated
upe of the Big Lie technique. This s a good
'll.inmmrbr the next time you bear
the Disaster Lobby warning us of impend-
ing eenlogical catastrophe unless some-
thing is or = nol done.
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